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Savissavik

Savissavik, located at 76⁰N 44', is the most southerly of the area's permanent settlements. The population has the full range of services which are appropriate to the 140 people of the village. About half the villages population is descended from the Upernavik area of Greenland who wish to take advantage of the subsistence hunting of seals and polar bears.

Qaanaaq

At 77⁰ 28’N, Qaanaaq is the main settlement in the area. The settlement in its current form was established following the removal of the Inuit from the Old Thule village when the U.S. established their airbase in the area in 1953.  It is inhabited by 650 people who earn their living from service industries and some subsistence hunting of seals narwhals and caribou in the area. The area was run from this settlement but its overall local administrative functions have been taken over when it became part of the 4 new super counties in January 2009.

Moriussaq

Moriussaq is located at 76⁰46’N and currently has a population of 4 inhabitants. They are mostly descended from the ancestors of Matthew Henson who accompanied Robert Peary on all of his expeditions to the area. The area did have a population of around 60 in the 1980s but a series of push and pull factors such as the closure of the school and a series of hunter deaths have caused the population of the village to decline to its current level.

Inglefield land 

Inglefield Land is used by the Inuit as a hunting area for musk oxen and caribou during the summer months when the sea is ice free. Evidence has been found of permanent settlement in the area up to a thousand years ago. The area was the site of the last migrants from Baffin Island in Canada in 1863 when they reintroduced the kayak to the inhabitants of the area. Nowadays, Inuit travel to the area in the spring across local glaciers and sea ice by dog team on journeys of up to a month's duration. The ice free period in July and August allows the Inuit to use small motorboats to travel to the area. However mineral companies are now seeing whether there are economic quantities of minerals in Inglefield Land.

Humboldt Glacier
The Humboldt Glacier is the largest glacier in the northern hemisphere. The area is frequented by polar bears. The Inuit are allowed to hunt a quota of polar bears for subsistence purposes by the Greenland Home Rule Government.

Qeqertat
At 77⁰25’N, Qeqertat is located on an island at the eastern end of Inglefield fiord and has a current permanent settlement of 19 people. There is a small shop and with the school/church located in the same building. The settlement's inhabitants earn their living from the subsistence hunting of animals especially the narwhal which they uniquely hunt from kayaks.

Etah 

Etah was inhabited but the windy nature of the site and the more attractive facilities available in Qaanaaq and Siorapaluk have caused it to be abandoned as a permanent site. The one dwelling now serves as a staging post for hunters who wish to hunt for animals in the area such as caribou, musk oxen and walrus.

Siorapaluk 

Siorapaluk is the most northerly indigenous settlement at 77⁰ 47’N in the world. This settlement was established in 1933 as an attempt to relieve overcrowding in the Old Thule settlement to the south. 62 people lived there in 2009.It possesses a Church, school and shop. People make their living from subsistence hunting and carving goods for the cruise market in the Qaanaaq.

Thule Air Base 
The base was established in 1953 by the U.S. air force.  The base has a current population of 650 inhabitants who service and run the various radars on the large site. Less than five local Inughuit currently work on the site. However approximately 50 West Greenlanders have migrated from the south to take advantage of the service type jobs which the base offers. The remaining jobs are split between U.S. and Danish expatriates. Please note that the base is subjected to piteraq type winds from the nearby Greenland ice cap. Winds of up to 207 M.P.H. have been recorded on the site.



















PAGE  
1
Avarnersuaq


